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NOTES AND REVIEWS 



By Goldsworthy Lowes Dickinson. The Choice before Us. 
London, George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., Ruskin House, 
40 Museum Street, W. C. 1917. 274 pages. 

The book has two main themes; militarism and international- 
ism. In the opening chapter the author pictures for his readers 
the future of mankind if wars and preparation for wars are to con- 
tinue. Unless there is a deliberate and conscious change in the 
ideas of men wars of increasing brutality and destruction will con- 
tinue, universal military training will be introduced into every 
country, and the whole world will become an armed camp. The 
author shows that many of the supposed reasons for war, such 
as the need for expansion, and the growth of population are in- 
adequate explanations. Armaments, fear and suspicion are the 
great factors in producing war, and if the armaments were scrap- 
ped the fear and suspicion would disappear. 

Internationalism, or the spirit of cooperation, is the only sal- 
vation for the world from war and ruin. In order to secure per- 
manent peace armaments must be abolished and disputes must 
be settled by a process of law and arbitration. 

The aim of the author is to have a League of Nations with an 
International Court and a Council of Conciliation. The Council 
of Conciliation could also exercise the function of a Legislative 
body dealing particularly with regulations of trade and com- 
merce. The “open door” policy should become universal and 
free trade routes granted across independent States. All na- 
tions should discuss questions of State openly and the people 
should have as much right to determining foreign as domestic 
policies. “Wars have been made by intrigues of the few, ar- 
rived at in the dark.” 

Clara E. Schieber. 
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